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careful intention of avoiding any element of
offence to legality. It was ingeniously based on
provisions introduced into the Bill in the course
of the long parliamentary fight,
It was laid down in the new Act, for instance,
that all schools must be passed as efficiently
equipped before they received rate-aid from the
Councils. That was a provision already exist-
ing in regard to the Parliamentary Grant; but
always more honoured in the breach than in the
observance.
Mr. Lloyd George proposed that this provision
of the law should be carried out. He suggested
that all schools should be inspected and surveyed
by the County Councils before rate-aid was con-
templated; and that only those which were
passed should be capable of receiving it. Mr.
Lloyd George knew enough of the condition of
these schools to be sure that few would pass any
honest scrutiny. But none could deny the
reasonableness of this request. ee The sectarian
schools/' he said in his Address," should be pro-
perly cleansed and clothed before they are
allowed to associate on equal terms with more
decently clad institutions/3 It seemed a fair
and proper condition.
That was the first stage. The second was
that rate aid was then to be given only to those
schools that would accept genuine public control
by the Councils and would suspend religious
tests for teachers. Otherwise, nothing was to be
handed to the schools except the Parliamentary
Grants.
Meanwhile,, it was characteristic of Mr. Lloyd